Homosexuality and the Bible
Greetings.

| wrotethis essayjf thatis whatit is, asa setof collectednotesin orderto puta lot of contentin a small,
manageable space so | could use it when | needed it quickly. | have used it as notes for discussions with
UnitarianUniversalistsaswell. | amnota scholarbut| hopel havenot abusedny degrean Philosophy

(with a strongminorin ReligiousStudies).

Before | read and studied the Bible, | would find myself in conversation with people who appeared to know
the Bible andwho would tell me howwrongl wason anissue.In my own biblical illiteracy | hadallowed

othersto usethe Bible asa bludgeon. could notrespondatall, thuslimiting any opportunityto
accomplishchangelet aloneto havemeaningfulconversations Sincestudyingthe Bible, | amableto

point out items that the other may have forgotten or had decided was irrelevant to the discussion but which |
mightfind highly relevant.

But | wassurprisedo learnthatthe Bible is anexceptionallyinterestingoook. Ratherthanstartmy Bible
studies'from the beginning,"l chosetopicsandtheologybookson thosetopicsto follow throughthe

Bible. And | boughta Bible with strongpagesspecificallyin orderto markin it. | havefoundsome

wonderful verses, beautiful verses; and | have found verses that should put the Bible in the list of Banned
Books that some parents object to their kids reading at school (certainly worstittkdgberry Finn. The

Bible is a magnificent resource for starting discussions on moral issues and ethics. And as someone once
said of Kant: agree or disagree, you can't argue without it.

The theological and philosophical arguments regarding the church's position on homosexuality are clearly
articulated and there are many more such arguments in McNeill'sHomo&sexuality and the Churchhat

bookis written in absolutelyclearlanguageandin a gentletoneby a manformerly a Fatherin the

Catholic Church who counseled homosexuals and saw the pain they felt at being abandoned by the Catholic
Church.Otherbooksin thebibliography(in caseyou wish to becomemorebiblically literate)are

interesting, or confirm much of what McNeill says, or add more difficult philosophical perspectives.

Use and challenge the essay freely for your own knowledge, for discussion groups, as the beginning of
biblical literacy.Write meandshowmehow | havemisunderstoodomethingShowmeversed am
unawareof. I'm surel don’t haveall theanswershut | havespentalot of time on the questions.
Onelastrequest: Pleasalo not usethe essayto makemoney.It's notintendedfor that.

Warmly,

Martha Osgood

1997,2003and2006
541-84-1180 and maroz@comcast.net
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HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE

No supreme value can be less than human. ~Karen Armstrong

God created Adam and Eve,
not Adam and Steve,
notAmy andEve......odid He?

Whatdoesthe Bible sayaboutHomosexuality?Whatarethe contextsn whichit is said?By
whomandwhy werethesestatementsaid?For whatpurpose?s homosexualitya moralissues it a setof
actionsor anorientation?And if oneor the other,doesthe Bible speakto thatissue?To whatextentis
condemnation of homosexuality truly founded in Scripture?

In relationto the abovequestionsandknowingthatthereis not enoughtime to discussall the
points and supporting evidence that | have researched from the Bible and the books listed in the
bibliography,l will list someconclusiondhereandlet your interestdictatetheissueave will explore.

1 - In discussinghe story of SodomandGomorrahall the writersof theOT andthe NT
understoodhatratherthanhomosexualityit is “inhospitality” thatwasbeingpunishedIn thelists of the
sinsof SodomandGomorrahthereis no mentionof homosexualitybutthereis very specificdiscussion
of the othersinsof the peopleof thesecities.

2 - Thedignity of the malewasdestroyedy homosexualitjpy makinga maninto awoman,that
is, into a passivesexualrecipient.The Bible takesgreatpainsto emphasize¢he absolutedignity of the
male.On asidenote,theancientGreekswith their love of boys,neverallowedsexualpenetratiorof the
older by the younger for the same reason.

3 - Everytextin the OT dealingwith homosexualityalsorefersto additionalissuessuchas
idolatry, sacred prostitution (worship), promiscuity, violent rape, seduction of children and violation of
guestsrights. As aresultwe canneverbe sureto whatextentthe condemnatiois of homosexual
activities as such or only of homosexual activities under these circumstances.

4 - Theword 'abominationatits root meansidolator'or ‘worshiperof falsegods'.An idolatorcan
be someone who

worships different gods than you do

worships a part (instead of the whole)

worships a created thing instead of the creator.
To do abominable things means to worship other gods than Yahweh or do the acts which other peoples do
when they worship other gods than Yahweh. Thus, homosexual practices are not in themselves condemned,
but are forbidden as part of an idolatrous fertility rite.

5 - While Jesussaysnothingat all abouthomosexualityhe blessesunuchs.Somehave
suggested that his comments about 'self-made’ and ‘nature-made’ eunuchs also refer to homosexuals. Isaiah
foretells that the new covenant will specifically include the eunuch as among those ‘gathered to God besides
those already gathered’. The eunuch may be so physically, naturally, or by choice as acknowledged by
Jesus. Thus the New Covenant includes those who were formerly excluded for sexual reasons.
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6 - Ratherthancondemnincghomosexualityor homosexuabehaviorthe NT suggestshat
anything that denies the presence of God in another person insults God. Paul does not consider
homosexualiyAS HOMOSEXUALITY, butdiscusseseveralexampleof how aman’s‘relationshipwith
Godaffectsall his otherrelationships. Thus,manyversescanbediscussingin this context,anaspecof
idolatry. Making a person (male or female) into a sex object, heterosexual or otherwise, dehumanizes both
parties, and therefore insults God. McNeill emphasizes that while a person ‘is not idolatrous because he or
sheis ahomosexualhe or shemaybeinvolvedin homosexuahctivitiesbecausdne or sheis idolatrous.’
The former is not condemned,; the latter is.

7 - A serious question can be raised as to whether what is understood today as the true homosexual
andhis or heractivity is everthe objectof moralcondemnatiorat all in the scriptures:Scripturecanbe
understood as explicitly condemning homosexual activity only if it can be interpreted as condemning the
activity of thetruehomosexual’ Therecanbe no moralcondemnatiomf thatoverwhich onehasno
control,thuspsychologicabrientationwould havebeenof no interestto the writers of the Bible: theywere
discussingactions which aresubjectto self-controlandthereforeto moraljudgment. In light of this, the
writers of the Bible can only have had in mind what we today would call perverts; ie the indulgence in
homosexual activity for whatever reason on the part of those who are by nature heterosexual or vice versa.

Sodomand Gomorrah

We havebeentaughtthatthe story of SodomandGomorrahrefers to homosexualityput we must
askto whatextentthis notionis supportedn Scripture.Let’s go to the source.

Genesidl9: ...beforetheylay down,the menof the city, the menof Sodom bothyoungandold,
all the people to the last man, surrounded the house; and they called to Lot, "Where are the men who came
to you tonight?Bring themout to us, thatwe may know them." Lot wentout of the doorto the men,shut
the door after him, and said, "l beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. Behold, | have two daughters
who havenot knownman;let me bring themoutto you, anddo to themasyou pleasepnly do nothingto
these men, for they have come under the shelter of my roof." But they said, "Stand back!" And they said,
"This fellow cameto sojourn,andhewould play thejudge! Now we will dealworsewith you thanwith
them."

The Oriental law of hospitality required that once a man had eaten at another's table, he was
guaranteegbrotectionby the host.Lot took the principle of hospitality (which could meanlife or deathto a
traveler)very seriously possiblyabovehis love for his two daughtersalthoughsomehavesaidthathis
offering of thesetwo virgins wasonly symbolic,meantto shockthe mobinto its sensesandnot meantas
a true sacrifice in exchange for the strangers for whom he provides hospitality. The folklore of the time
emphasizedhospitalityby telling storiesof strangersvho werenot given hospitality,the story of
PhilemonandBaucisby Ovid beingthe mostfamous.

TheBible sometimedascouplets or storiesin differentbookswhich arevery similarto each
other. Perhaps Genesis 19's couplet at Judges 19 can provide more information to understand the Sodom
and Gomorrah story of Genesis.

Judgesl9“In thosedays,whentherewasno king in Israel,a certainLevite wassojourningin the
remotepartsof the hill countryof Ephraim,who took to himselfa concubindrom Bethlehenin Judah.
And his concubine became angry with him, and she went away from him to her father's house at Bethlehem
in Judah, and was there some four months. Then her husband arose and went after her, to speak kindly to
herandbring herback.He hadwith him his servantanda coupleof asses........

As theyweremakingtheir heartsmerry,behold,the menof the city, basefellows, besethe house
roundabout,beatingon the door; andthey saidto the old man,the masterof the house,'Bring outtheman
who cameinto your house thatwe mayknow him." And the man,the masterof the housewentoutto

themandsaidto them,"No, my brethrendo not actsowickedly; seeingthatthis manhascomeinto my
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house do notdo thisvile thing. Behold,herearemy virgin daughteandhis concubinejet me bring them
out now. Ravishthemanddo with themwhatseemsyoodto you; but againstthis mando notdo sovile a
thing."

Judges 20:4-6 explains clearly that the intended crime of the Benjaminites in the second of the
couplets was rape and murder rather than homosexuality: “Me they intended to kill, and my consort they so
ravished that she died.” The absolute dignity of the male and the absolute sacredness of the guest -
hospitality- weretheissueaunderlyingthe overtmessage.

The inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah as a whole failed to meet certain standards, among which
homosexualitys not mentionedn any of thelists givenby the Bible. ConsidemwhatGoddespisesand
whatHe wants/likes In thesdlists thereis no mentionof homosexualitybut thereis specificdiscussiorof
other acts/sins which are said to be precisely those of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Isaiah1:9-17“If the LORD of hostshadnotleft usafew survivors,we shouldhavebeenlike Sodom,and
become like Gomorrah. Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom! Give ear to the teaching of our
God,you peopleof Gomorrah! Bring no morevain offerings;incensds anabominatiorto me....Wash
yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil,
learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow.”

Isaiah3:9-15 Woeto thewicked! It shallbeill with him, for whathis handshavedoneshallbe doneto
him. My people--children are their oppressors, and women rule over them.

Jeremial23:14 Butin the prophetsf Jerusalent haveseena horrible thing: they commitadulteryand
walk in lies; they strengtherthe handsof evildoers,sothatno oneturnsfrom his wickednessall of them
havebecomdike Sodomto me,andits inhabitantdike Gomorrah."

Nowherein the OT is homosexualitydentified asthe sin meriting utter destructiorof whole
cities, andaswe moveto theNT all reference$o SodomandGomorratreferto inhospitalityasthe crime.

Matthew10:14,“And if anyonewill notreceiveyou or listento your words,shakeoff the dustfrom your
feetasyou leavethathouseor town. Truly, | sayto you, it shallbe moretolerableon the day of judgment
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.”

Luke 10:10 “But whenevelyou enteratown andtheydo notreceiveyou, gointo its streetsandsay,'Even
the dustof your town thatclingsto our feet,we wipe off againstyou; neverthelesknow this, thatthe
kingdomof Godhascomenear.'l tell you, it shallbe moretolerableon thatdayfor Sodomthanfor that
town.”

Of thebooksthatdid not quite makeit into the canon the Book of Wisdom19:13-14 specifically
identifiesthe sinasoneof inhospitality. “...whereaghe menof Sodomreceivednot the strangersvhen
they came among them; the Egyptians made slaves of the guests who were their benefactors.”
Ecclesiasticus 16:8 also says specifically the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was pride: “He did not
sparethe peopleamongwhom Lot wasliving whomhe detestedor their pride.” As McNeill pointsout, it
would be sadlyironic thatit is now the homosexuathatis refusedhospitalitydueto a misinterpretatiorof
the very message demanding it.

Looking beyondthe issueof whatthe writers of the booksof the Bible sawto bethe sinsof
SodomandGomorrahjt is notunambiguouslylearthatsexualkknowledgeis meantby theword “to
know” (yadha).This verb mayimply sexualknowledge put of the 943timestheword is usedin the
Hebrew Bible, as referenced to #3045 in Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, only 12 times is sexual
knowledge clearly meant. In Exodus 14:14, the word applies to a man’s relationship to God Himself, and in
Genesi3:5, 22 it appliesto what Godknows.Yet evenif we grantthattheknowledgereferredto is sexual
knowledge, other important words are ambiguous in the Bible. The usual word for homosexual behavior and
bestialityis ‘shakhabk’.Why thewriters chosenot to usethesewordsin the GenesiandJudgesouplets
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must be considered, and the first implication raised is that they did not mean to refer to homosexuality or
bestialityin the telling of the story.

Sodomywascommonlyusedin Biblical timesasanexpressiorof ‘domination,contemptand
scorn.’(p58, McNeill) In Genesis 9:18-27, Ham probably did not merely look at his father's nakedness, but
actuallydid somethingo his father.In the Egyptianepic The Contendingof Horusand Seth,Sethcommits
anactof sodomyon Horuswhile he sleptthenusedthatactto claim dominationandkingship.(McNeill,

p.59) Thedignity of the malewasdestroyedby makinga maninto awoman,a passivesexualrecipient,yet
atthe sametime the active party to the sameactof rapeachieveshe statusof dominator.Again, thisis not
a condemnatiorf homosexualityitself, but a cultural symbolassumedby a specificsocietyin its own
time.

Not only are these examples muddied by other issues, every text in the Hebrew Bible potentially dealing
with homosexuality also includes ‘aggravating circumstances such as idolatry, sacred prostitution,
promiscuity,violentrape,seductiorof childrenandviolation of guests'rights.’ (McNeill, 60) As aresult
we canneverbe sureto whatextentthe condemnatioris of homosexuahctivitiesassuchor only of
homosexual activities under these circumstances.

Abomination

Theword'abominationatits root meansidolator'or ‘worshiperof falsegods'.An idolatorcanbe
someone who worships different gods than you do, or a part instead of the whole, or a created thing instead
of the creator. The word abomination is used hundreds of times in the Bible, yet may not include the
meaning “homosexuality” in any of them. The fertility cults of the cultures nearest the Hebrews worshiped
cyclic fertility gods with accompanying sexual rituals, including sacred prostitution. The word
‘abomination’mayincludethe worshipof sex,or the useof sexin worship,but this would not be limited
to homosexualitynor would it relateto the activitiesof homosexualén themselvessincemosttemple
prostitutes had sex with the opposite gender and simple male/female intercourse was not forbidden as an
abomination.

Thus, again, homosexual practices are not in themselves condemned, but are forbidden the Jews as part of

thetaboosthatsetthemapartfrom otherpeoplesof theland.

Ezekiel 16:49 “Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, surfeit of
food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. They were haughty, and did abominable
things before me; therefore | removed them, when | saw it.”

Deuteronomy23:17-18 "Thereshallbe no cult prostituteof thedaughterof Israel,neithershalltherebea
cult prostituteof the sonsof Israel.You shallnot bring the hire of a harlot, or thewagesof a dog, into the
houseof the LORD your Godin paymentor anyvow; for both of theseareanabominatiorto the LORD
your God."You shallnotlend uponinterestto your brother,intereston money,intereston victuals,
intereston anythingthatis lent for interest.

Deut23:1... noonewho hashis testiclescrushedor his peniscut off shallmarryinto the Lord’s
community.The eunuchshallnot enterthetemple.(Seealso2 Samuels:8)

Thelist of abominationsncludeseatingrabbit, pork, camel,eagle falcon,seagull, bat,clam,
oyster, lobster, abalone, crab, rare meat, etc. The maimed and crippled are excluded from full participation in
thelife of thetemple.The New Covenantthe New Testamentchangeghings. While Jesussays
absolutelynothingabouthomosexualityhe blessesunuchs.Somehavesuggestedhathis comments
about 'self-made' and 'nature-made' eunuchs refer to homosexuals.
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Matthew 19:12 “For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth (homosexuals?), and there are eunuchs
who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the
sakeof thekingdomof heaven(priests?)He whois ableto receivethis, let him receiveit."

The baptism of the eunuch indicates the eunuch is no longer to be considered a sexual outcast.

Acts 8:27-39 And he rose and went. And behold, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, in charge of all her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning; seated in
his chariot,hewasreadingthe prophetisaiah.And the Spirit saidto Philip, "Go up andjoin this chariot.”

So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and asked, "Do you understand what you are
reading?" And he said, "How can I, unless some one guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him. Now the passagef the scripturewhich hewasreadingwasthis: "As a sheefded to the slaughter

or alambbeforeits sheareis dumb,sohe opensnot his mouth.In his humiliationjusticewasdeniedhim.

Who candescribehis generationFor hislife is takenup from the earth."And the eunuchsaidto Philip,

"About whom, pray, doesthe prophetsaythis, abouthimselfor aboutsomeoneelse?" ThenPhilip

openechis mouth,andbeginningwith this scripturehetold him the goodnewsof JesusAnd astheywent

along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, "See, here is water! What is to prevent my
being baptized?" And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip
and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
up Philip; andthe eunuchsawhim no more,andwenton his way rejoicing.

Isaiah 56:2-8 foretells that the new covenant will specifically include the eunuch as among those ‘gathered
to God besides those already gathered’. The eunuch may be so physically, naturally or by choice as
acknowledged by Jesus in Matthew 19:12.

Isaiah56:3 Let nottheforeignerwho hasjoined himselfto the LORD say,"The LORD will surely
separatene from his people";andlet nottheeunuchsay,"Behold,| amadry tree."For thussaysthe

LORD: "To the eunuchsvho keepmy Sabbathswho choosehethingsthatpleaseme andhold fastmy

covenant] will give in my houseandwithin my walls amonumentanda namebetterthansonsand

daughterst will givethemaneverlastinghamewhich shallnot be cut off. "And theforeignerswho join
themselveso the LORD, to ministerto him, to love the nameof the LORD, andto be his servantsgvery

onewho keepsthe Sabbathanddoesnot profaneit, andholdsfastmy covenant--thesel will bringto my

holy mountainandmakethemjoyful in my houseof prayer;their burntofferingsandtheir sacrificeswill

be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord
GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, | will gather yet others to him besides those already gathered."

Likewise,someof whatwasforbiddenasabominationdy theselawsinclude:rabbit, pork, clams,
eel, caviar, oysters, crab, and other non-finned, non-scaled seafood - all were an abomination to the Jews in
thesensdhatothernationsdid them,but not the Jews.Onecanhardly help but questionwhy Gentilesare
allowed today to eat such foods as are forbidden in the Holiness Code, yet must condemn homosexuality.
And furthermorejf homosexualitys “againstnature”,why areothernon-naturathingsnotalso
condemned?

Is beinga Jewor Gentilenatural?Gal 2:15.

Is graftingfruit treesontowild rootsnatural’lRomansl1:24

Is cutting the hair natural,or is not cutting hair natural? 1 Corinthiansl11:14

Is circumcisionnatural? 1 John7:22 ;

Did Jesushot zapafig treein severalgospelsor not bearingfruit out of season®s notthe
expectatiorof atreebearingfruit out of seasorunnatural?Matthew21:19-22 Mark 12:12-22.

It would appear that “against nature” has a different meaning altogether than that which is applied
today for homosexuals.
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Self-indulgence (hedonism)

Paul, in the New Testament, appears to be saying that homosexuals are denied the kingdom of God
in the following verses:

1 Corinthians6:9 “Do you not know thatthe unrighteouswill notinheritthe kingdomof God?Do not be
deceived; neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor sexual perverts (effeminate(s), abusers of
themselvesvith mankind/mengcatamitessodomiteshomosexualsn othertranslations)nor thieves,nor
thegreedy,nor drunkardsnor revilers,nor robberswill inheritthe kingdomof God....Do you notknow
thathewho joins himselfto a prostitutebecomesonebodywith her?For, asit is written, "The two shall
becomeoneflesh."...Shunimmorality. Every othersin which a mancommitsis outsidethe body; but the
immoral mansinsagainsthis own body..."

But with so many translated words to use for the one original Greek word, what exactly does the
originalword mean?How wasit usedin othersourcef thetimes?Accordingto JohnJ. McNeill, S.J.

(who quotes John Boswell), “Cultural differences appear to exercise considerable influence over the
translationof biblical passagedealingwith sexualmorality.” The French,SpanishandEnglish

translations can vary widely...and indicate very little understanding of the precise meaning of Paul's terms.
(P.51)Therewasnoword in classicalpiblical nor patristicGreekwith the samemeaningastheword
Homosexual. The word “malakos” in Luke 7:25 and Matthew 11:8 translates to ‘loose, undisciplined,’
possibly‘masturbator,andsometimesgeneralimmorality’, but neverashomosexual.

Paulrefersto ‘koiysi’ in the plural, implying excessivesexualbehavior(Romansl3:13)which
the Vulgate renders as ‘male concubines’ rather than ‘licentiousness’ as in the RSV.

There were words available to Paul referring to generalized homosexual activity, yet Paul chose
another word instead which occurs in two writings outside the Bible. In one the word ‘arsenokoisai’ names
“an obsessive corruptor of boys”, and the other probably means anal intercourse, though including
heterosexuals. As a consequence, we do can be reasonably certain that Paul was not speaking of
homosexuality as we define it today.

Ratherthancondemninghomosexualityor homosexuabehavior the New Testamensuggestshat
anything that denies the presence of God in another person insults God.

Romansl:26-27 Forthis reasonGod gavethemup to dishonorablgassionsTheir womenexchanged

natural relations for unnatural, and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were
consumedvith passiorfor oneanothermencommittingshamelesactswith menandreceivingin their

own persons the due penalty for their error. And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave
them up to a base mind and to improper conduct. They were filled with all manner of wickedness, evil,
covetousnessnalice.Full of envy, murder,strife, deceit,malignity, theyaregossipsslanderershatersof
God,insolent,haughty boastful,inventorsof evil, disobediento parentsfoolish, faithless heartless,

ruthless. Though they know God's decree that those who do such things deserve to die, they not only do
thembutapprovethosewho practicethem.”

It is interestingthatrelativelyinnocuousgossipsandthefoolish arelumpedtogethemwith
homosexuals. (And even more interesting that the very next verse begins a new chapter: “Therefore you
haveno excuse O man,whoeveryou are,whenyou judgeanother;jor in passingudgmentuponhim you
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing the very same things.”)

1 Timothy 1:8-10 “Now, we know thatthelaw is good,if anyoneusesit lawfully, understandinghis,

thatthelaw is notlaid downfor thejust butfor the lawlessanddisobedientfor the ungodlyandsinnersfor

the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, immoral persons,
sodomites, kidnapers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine.”

The Bible writers imply that the definition of ‘sound doctrine’ is common knowledge. If we today

are to understand what Paul meant, we have to research. Is slavery ‘sound doctrine? It was for Paul in his
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times. Is never remarrying after divorce ‘sound doctrine’? How about not eating pork or clams? It would
appear that there have been some changes in what is defined as ‘sound doctrine’ since Paul’s day; the
answers are not black and white for us today, even if we could be assured that Paul was discussing
homosexualityat all.

The Holiness Code (Leviticus 17-26)

This is where the strongest and clearest condemnation of homosexual actions seems to be
addressedBut is thereally whatis beingsaid?Israelmustbe holy asGodis holy - andtheway to do thatis
to notimitatethe practicesof otherpeoples.

Some acts which are overtly described as abominations (idolatrous acts) in the Holiness Code of
Leviticusarepunishableby deathothersarenot. (Exodus21:22thatcausinga miscarriage ie, anabortion
- is not punishabléby death.)Someforms of incestandadulteryarepunishableéby death othersarenot. To
‘defile oneself’ means many things including to have sex with your wife or to handle a dead body or to have
anemissionin thenight or to touchsomeonavho a skin diseasegtc. And anabominationis anactwhich
otherpeoplego butwhich is taboofor you. Let’s look at someof theseverses.

Leviticus 18:22 “You shallnotlie with a maleaswith awoman;it is anabomination And you shallnot

lie with any beastanddefile yourselfwith it, neithershallanywomangive herselfto a beasto lie with it:

it is perversion:'Do not defile yourselvedy any of thesethings,for by all thesethe nationsl amcasting

out before you defiled themselves; and the land became defiled, so that | punished its iniquity, and the land
vomitedoutits inhabitantsBut you shallkeepmy statutesandmy ordinancesnddo noneof these
abominationseitherthe nativeor the strangemho sojournsamongyou - for all of theseabominationghe

men of the land did, who were before you, so that the land became defiled; lest the land vomit you out,
whenyou defile it, asit vomitedout the nationthatwasbeforeyou. For whoevershalldo any of these
abominationsthe personghatdo themshallbe cut off from amongtheir people.Sokeepmy chargenever

to practice any of these abominable customs which were practiced before you, and never to defile yourselves
by them:I amthe LORD your God."

Leviticus20:13 If amanlies with amaleaswith awoman,bothof themhavecommittedanabomination;
theyshallbe put to death their bloodis uponthem.

A serious question can be raised as to whether what is understood today as the true homosexual and
his or heractivity is everthe objectof moralcondemnatiorn the scriptures. The Bible writers of course
were unaware of the psychological condition of homosexuality; the Bible was concerned with actions only.
Sowhen37%of all menin the USA, accordingo Kinsey, havehadsomehomosexuaéxperiencédut have
gone on to become well-adjusted heterosexuals, and when there are well-known contingent, consentual,
occasional and situational reasons why homosexual actions are practiced by heterosexuals (prison, out at
seayoungboysexperimentingcuriosity, hedonismearlytrauma)who thenreturnto heterosexual
practices when the situation changes, one must recognize that homosexual actions and the homosexual
must be distinguished. Christopher Isherwood said it so clearly: “You know you are homosexual when you
fall in love with anothemman.” Orientationis morally neutralandof no interestto the writers of the Bible
who were discussing actions, which are subject to moral judgment. (There can be no moral condemnation of
thatoverwhich onehasno control).

Therefore we must distinguish between the invert/true homosexual and the pervert. Scripture can
be understood as explicitly condemning homosexual activity only if it can be interpreted as condemning the
activity of the true invert. The writers of the Bible can only have had in mind what we today would call
pervertsije theindulgencan homosexuaactivity on the partof thosewho areby naturehet.
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Noticetoo in the HolinessCodethat Godforbidstheblind, thelame,the manwith crushed
testicles, the man with skin diseases, and the children whose parents were not perfect to make offerings to
theLord by fire in thetemple.Leviticus21:16-24,SeealsoDavid’s hatredof thelamein 2 Samueb:8.

DAVID and JONATHAN

Readtheirwhole storythroughcarefullyasif youwerereadingit for theveryfirst time. It is
interestingon its own merits.| Samuell6-20,andll Samuell:19-27.

David was very handsome. 1 Samuel 16:2
King Saul had some mental disease that came and went. 16:14
David kills Goliath17:48 (but2 Samuel21:19...)
JonathanSaul’sson,meetsDavid - love atfirst sight18:1-3
Saul'sjealousyandmentalimpairmentamakehim seeDavid asanenemy.18:12,29,and19:1,9
Saul is disturbed by the relationship between David and Jonathan: “You son of a perverse and rebellious
woman:do | now know thatyou havechoserDavid the sonof Jessdo your own shame?”

JonathamrotectsDavid, eachswearshis love for the other,theykissandweep.1 Samuel0

Jonathan dies and David mourns. David declares he loved Jonathan “with a love surpassing the love
of women.”2 Samuell:26

The Bible Is Not Followed As It Is Written

Prostitution was supposed to be a natural and necessary safeguard of the virginity of the unmarried and the
propertyrights of husbandsln the OT amancouldvisit a prostitute,could havemorethanonewife, and
manyconcubinesA womancould not be a prostitutethoughwithout beingkicked out of thefamily home.

Only in the NT does this change, and both men and women are forbidden to use prostitutes.

Incest - In the older sections of the OT, a brother and a sister could marry and have even higher status than
unrelated people who marry, but the definition of incest was slightly different: a man could not have
relationswith the daughteiof his mother,but he couldwith the daughteof his father.

Rape - even rape of Jewish women by Jews was allowed in the OT
(Judges 19-21) ...and rape is not discussed in the NT at all except indirectly.

Veils for Women - even the New Testament requires women to keep silent in church and to wear veils. 1
Corinthians14:34-35,11:1-16.

Usury - the Bible demands the death penalty for lending money at interest. Ezekiel 18:5-18, Deuteronomy
23:19-20.

Adultery - The punishments deathby stoningfor boththe manandthewomanin the OT (Deuteronomy
22:22)- but note: adultery is defined by the marital status of the woman: a married man who has intercourse

with anunmarriedwomanis notanadultererjn the OT. A bridewhois foundnotto beavirgin is stoned
9
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to death (Deut 22:13-21) but male virginity at marriage is never mentioned. Any man can have sexual
relations with any “unowned” woman. (See the New World Translation for constant use of the word
“owner” for “husband”.) The key here is that a woman is a man'’s property and sex with that woman
without herowner’spermissions a violation of therights of herowner.The dignity of the maleis to be
upheldatall costs.

Celibacyin the OT is clearlyabnormal Accordingto RabbiEl'azar:“Any Jewwho hasno wife is no

man.” The human male apart from the female is not considered a full human being. Jewish tradition requires
a man to be married to be a Rabbi. This reasoning depends upon ‘identifying the biblical concept of a
personwith sexualorientationandfind in thatorientationthe divine imageof man.,, It wasimportantin

the OT that every man and woman in Israel receive this life and pass it on in marriage.’(McNeill,

62-3)

But the NT saysthatthe newpeopleof Godareno longerboundby bloodrelationshipthatmembershipn

the new relationship with God is no longer a question of human descent. This love could be expressed in a
love which passes marital love in value and therefore in fertility. Furthermore, the focus has changed from
the OT ‘survival of the people,of one’sown survivalin andthroughone’schildren...tathe NT emphasis

on resurrection, which carried with it belief in personal immortality and the freedom from the necessity of
marrying and bearing children in order to survive beyond the grave.’ (ibid, p.63) **** Many psychologists
point out thatoneof the mostprofoundrootsof homophobids the connectionunconsciougor the most

part, between homosexuality, barrenness and death.

Eunuchs ReadActs 8:26-39for the baptismof the eunuchwhois nolongerto be considereautcastthen
compare with the foreshadowing in Isaiah 56:2-8 where it was foretold that the new covenant would include
those who were formerly sexual outcasts. The eunuch, according to Jesus (Matthew 19:12) can be so from
birth (homosexuals?), can be made so by men, or can be made so by personal choice (homosexuals?).

Sanctionedilling of one’sown child - Stubbornandrebellioussonsmay be stonedto deathat the city
gates by his parents and the elders. Deuteronomy 21:18.

Intereston aloanis forbiddenwhenloaningmoneyto a fellow tribesmanyet Jewsmayloanmoneyat
interestto non-Jewsandmay sell food that Jewswould not eatto thatsameforeigner. Deuteronomy23:2
“To aforeigneryou maylenduponinterest,butto your brotheryou shallnotlend uponinterest;thatthe
LORD your Godmayblessyouin all thatyou undertaken the landwhich you areenteringto take
possessionf it... But if you refrainfrom vowing, it shallbeno sinin you... No manshalltakea mill or
anuppermillstonein pledge;for hewould betakingalife in pledge.”

A honeymooris to lastoneyear: Deut23:23"Whena manis newly married,he shallnot go out with the
armyor bechargedwith anybusinesshe shallbe free athomeoneyear,to be happywith his wife whom

he has taken.” (Yet have you ever heard of Christians advocating a year-long honeymoon of complete
leisure for newlyweds?)

Jubilee Year - have you even heard of a Jubilee Year? Where all debts are forgiven and everyone starts over
again...seéeviticus 25:50.

Ordeal - Women are forced to endure an ordeal, the only ordeal in the Bible, where in they are forced to drink
a potion of the dirt of the temple floor even when their husbands are admittedly jealous without
provocationNumbers5:11-31,especiallywersel4.

Legal Vows - Women are forbidden to make vows or contracts without approval of male relatives. Numbers
30:1-16

10
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Slavery, sexual slaves and concubines are supported in OT, and slavery is supported in NT.

Il Samuel 5:13, “And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he came from
Hebron; and more sons and daughters were born to David.”

Numbers31:17-20 “Now thereforekill everymaleamongthelittle ones,andkill everywoman
who hasknown manby lying with him. But all the younggirls who havenot known manby lying with
him, keepalive for yourselves.”

Ecclesiastes 2:7ff “I bought male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house; |
had also great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in Jerusalem. | also
gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and provinces; | got singers, both men and
women, and many concubines, man's delight.”

Ephesians 6:5 “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your earthly masters, with fear and
trembling,in singlenes®f heart,asto Christ;”

Colossians3:22“Slaves,obeyin everythingthosewho areyour earthlymastersnot with eye
service, as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord.”

Polygamy is accepted, and even endorsed as levirate marriage, in the OT
Deuteronomy 25:5-10 "If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead
shallnotbe marriedoutsidethe family to a strangerherhusband'®rothershallgoin to her,andtakeheras
his wife, and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her.

“And thefirst sonwhomshebearsshallsucceedo the nameof his brotherwhois dead thathis
namemay not be blottedout of Israel.And if the mandoesnot wish to takehis brother'swife, thenhis
brother'swife shallgo up to thegateto theelders,andsay,'My husband'drotherrefusedo perpetuatéis
brother'snamein Israel;hewill notperformtheduty of ahusband'®rotherto me.”
(Note here:the brotheris not allowedto usethis womanfor his own sexualpleasuresincesheis still
technically owned by his dead brother; only if he accepts the responsibilities of ownership do actual
ownership benefits transfer to him. And there are specific ways set out for him to refuse the duty to raise a
child for his dead brother.)

“Thenthe eldersof his city shallcall him, andspeakto him: andif he persistssaying,'l do not
wish to takeher,'thenhis brother'swife shallgo up to him in the presencef theelders,andpull his sandal
off hisfoot, andspitin his face;andsheshallanswerandsay,'Soshallit be doneto the manwho doesnot
build up his brother'shouse.And the nameof his houseshallbe calledin Israel,The houseof him that
had his sandal pulled off.”

Contraceptiord Masturbation

The following passage has been claimed by Judi Browne of Concerned Women of America and
manyothersto prohibit sexfor pleasurecontraceptionhomosexualitymasturbation.
However, in reading the passage it is obvious that the major sin was Onan’s greed - he wanted the whole
inheritanceto go to his own sonswhile he keptthe public statusof faithful brotherby pretendingo be
doing his duty to his dead brother -

Genesid38:7-11 “But Er, Judah'dirst-born,waswickedin the sightof the LORD; andthe LORD
slew him. Then Judah said to Onan, "Go in to your brother's wife, and perform the duty of a brother-in-law
to her,andraiseup offspringfor your brother."But Onanknewthatthe offspringwould not be his; so
whenhewentin to his brother'swife he spilledthe semeron the ground,lesthe shouldgive offspringto
his brother.And whathe did* wasdispleasingn the sightof the LORD, andhe slewhim (Onan)also.
ThenJudahsaidto Tamarhis daughter-in-law,;Remaina widow in your father'shousetill Shelahmy
son, grows up"--for he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and dwelt in her father's
house.”

For moreon the customof leviratemarriage seethe Book of Ruth. This 8th book of the Bible illustrates
Ruth’s manipulationsvhich aim to getBoas,a distantrelation,to marry herashis levirateduty.

God and David hate physical defects - God forbids anyone with a deformity or illness from entering the
templeor participatingin the priesthoodLeviticus21 and2 Samueb:8.
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Divorce -

Deuteronomy24:1 “...herformerhusbandwho sentheraway,may not takeheragainto be his
wife, aftershehasbeendefiled;for thatis anabominatiorbeforethe LORD, andyou shallnot bring guilt
uponthelandwhichthe LORD your Godgivesyou for aninheritance...”

JesugjuotesGenesi:24 againstdivorce... buthedid notclaimit to excludepolygamy... Could
amanbecomeonefleshwith morethanonewomanthroughthe actof intercourse...?(Whgoulda mannot
become one flesh with another man through the same act?) Although Jesus forbids divorce in every case in
one passage, Matthew’s version has added “except in the case of adultery”...

Mark 10:11-12 Jesus said to them: Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery
against her, and if she divorces her husband and marries an other, she commits adultery. (No exceptions)

Luke 16:18 repeatsabove,no exceptions.

Matthew5:32 But | sayto youthateveryonewho divorceshis wife, excepton groundsof unchastity,
makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

In fact, the only reasorgivento marryin the NT wasto avoidthesin of lust...andt is betternotto marry
atall if you canhelpit...

1 Corinthians7:25 Now concerninghe mattersaboutwhich youwrote. It is well for amannotto toucha
woman.But becaus®f thetemptationto immorality, eachmanshouldhavehis own wife andeachwoman
herown husbandl saythis by way of concessionnot of command...

1 Corinthians7:8-9 To theunmarriedandthewidows| saythatit is well for themto remainsingleasl
do.But if theycannotexerciseself-control theyshouldmarry.Forit is betterto marrythanto beaflame
with passion.

Matthew?22:23-33 Forin theresurrectiorthey neithermarry nor aregivenin marriage putarelike angels
in heaven." (If marriage and gender do not matter in heaven, why do we worry so much about gender and
homosexuality on earth?)

Yet none of these laws is followed today. Furthermore, in the NT, if neither marriage, the body nor gender

is somethingonegetsto heaverwith, why doesmarriagematteratall? And ultimately,the questioncries

out: On what objective and universal basis do we decide which verses to obey and which to ignore? Can any
oneline bedrawnseparatingymbolismfrom whatmustbetakenliterally? And if we cannothow canbe

expect members of a culture to agree on one interpretation.

Further discussionpoints

The OregonCitizens’ Alliance saysthattheyasChristiandove the homosexuabut hatethe
sexualactshomosexualslo. The OCA minimizesthe numbersof homosexualérom 10% downto 1-2% of
the population theninformsusthat93% of thatoneperceniof the populationreportanalsexualrelations
comparedo only 36% of heterosexualseportinganalsex.But whenwe really look atthe OCA numbers,
we seethatof 100 men,at mosttwo aregay andprobablyperformanalsex.But of the 98 heterosexuals35
performanalsex- with womenwho wereneverincludedin the populationto startwith. Sowe have70
menandwomenout of the original 100mendoing somesexactLon Mabondisaprove®f, comparedo 2-
4 gaymendoingit. It would seemto methatwith somanymoreheterosexuanenandwomendoingthat
sexact,if the OCA truly lovesthe homosexuahndhatesthe act,thentheywould focustheir attentionon
theactsof the heterosexualsy et evenwith thesetiny numbersof gay men,the OCA seekdo discriminate
againstgaysin all areasof life. 1
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Augustine and Aquinas both claimed that women are for childbearing while, for comfort in
isolation,a manis a betterhelpmeeto a man.

Plato- Symposiunmsuggestshatwomenarefor breedingsons(if you readthe Republiccarefully,
youwill seethatthehigheststatuswomenonly havetime for beingpregnant nothingelse),thatasa man
matureshelearnsto love boys,whosebodiesshowa manwhatthe form of true beautymight be, thus
elevatinga man’s(especiallya philosopher’sthoughtsto the otherultimate Formsaswell.

Aristotle states that women are deformed men, incapable of virtue or true friendship...intense and
exclusive friendships between men is natural and best. Women of any class are for childbearing only.

The CatholicChurchhasgonethroughtorturousnuance®f whatsexis allowed. It allowssex
which can minimally pretend to be for procreation in its simplest manner. Contraception is forbidden
becausdt impliespleasureseekings the motivationfor the sexact, while procreationis the only
allowablemotivation.SeeGenesis38 (the coitusinterruptusor seed-spillingasasinin the Bible...).

SeePhiloin _Onthelndividual Laws_3,36,and3,37-42wherehe openlyclaimsthatthereason
homosexualitys condemneds becaus®f the sterility of their sexualacts...andwithout the expectatiorof
fruit, why toil?’

To usecontraceptionto masturbateto haveany sexwhich preventsor doesnot allow for
impregnation is/was considered murder, a principle which was part of Catholic canon law until 1917. And
in fact, there are numerous instances of how anal intercourse and oral intercourse were punished more
severely in the Middle Ages than premeditated murder or abortion. Catholic doctrine to this day forbids any
artificial inseminatiorwhich variesfrom the “missionaryposition”.

Aquinas- deviationfrom the ‘monasticposition’ (our ‘missionaryposition’) is anunnatural
vice..."worsethansexwith one’smother.” (andHomosexuality?)

If loveis thetheme...whatloesit meanexactly??
Matthew:22:34-40,
Mark 12:28-34,
Luke 10:25-28,
Romansl3:8-10
| John4:7-12.

So,ls homosexualitybiologically inherited? Is it anillnesswhich canbecured?lsit asin? Is it
a choice? Is it natural? None of this matters. What does matter is that we are dealing with real people here.
The questions must be changed from “What is permitted” to “What does it mean to love my homosexual
neighbor?” And for the Christian,the questiormustmovefrom “What constitutesoreachof divine law in
the sexual realm” to “What constitutes obedience to the God revealed in the cosmic lover, Jesus Christ?”

Because the “black problem” is really a problem of white racism, blacks cannot be wholly
responsibldor solvingall racialtensions...considéhisin relationto homophobiaandconsidemwhether
you could really wear the T-shirt that | have that says “I'm One Too” or the lapel pin that says “Honorary
Lesbian”- andif not, why not.

1 Timothy 6:3-5 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching which accords with godliness, "he is puffed up with conceit, he knows
nothing; he has a morbid craving for controversy and for disputes about words, which produce envy,
dissension, slander, base suspicions, and wrangling among men who are depraved in mind and bereft of the
truth, imaginingthatgodlinesss a meansof gain.” (i.e., philosophers?) 13
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| Timothy 4:1-5.“Nowthe Spirit expresslysaysthatin latertimessomewill departfrom thefaith
by giving heed to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, through the pretensions of liars whose
consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and enjoin abstinence from foods which God created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For everything created by God is
good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving; for then it is consecrated by the word
of Godandprayer. [Yet thehomosexuals to be celibate? Or the homosexuals to takea spouseof the
opposite gender?]

Romansl4:14stateqout of context)thatnothingis uncleanunlessa personthinksit is. And
Luke 12:57 - “why do you not judge for yourself?”

Besides, what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with
your God.Micah 6:8
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ISSUES TO DEVELOP MORE FULLY

Couldthetraditionalinterpretatiorof the Bible bewrongonthisissue?

A. It hasbeensaidthatthe prohibitionagainsthomosexualityvasnecessaryor increasinghe population

because the tribes were always needing to be larger in order to protect themselves better. Those conditions
are not in force now...and in fact the population is exploding... and since these changes are noted/accepted,
perhaps other changes are allowable. Furthermore, where the OT focuses on submerging the individual to
thenationor tribe, the NT focuseson theindividual's commitment.Thesearemajorissuedo be

considered, as are the facts that Jesus never said anything about homosexuals and Paul only spoke of the
issuein the contextof idolatry andabusg(l Tim 5:23,1 Corinthians6:10)

B- There would appear to be a lack of confidence in the attractions of heterosexuality...otherwise why the
strengthof the oppositionto homosexuality?

C- Would pretending to act ‘het’ solve all a person’s problems? What about his wife? What about her
husband?

D- Takingversesout of contextor too literally is not appreciatedandJesushimselfshowswhathethinks
of taking everythinghe himselfsaidliterally: He rebukeshis disciplesfor exactlythatin

Luke 9:53ff “but the people (of that town) would not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem And whenhis discipleslamesandJohnsawit, theysaid,"Lord, do you wantusto bid fire
come down from heaven (recalling Sodom and Gomorrah) and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked
them.And theywentonto anothewillage.”

And nonewould seriouslythink thatJesusneant literally, in Luke 14:26thatoneshouldtruly
hate one's mother and father. "If any one comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” There are
manyotherexampleof this, aswell.

E- Some say the fear and hatred of homosexuals is connected to the same fear and hatred of women. A
homosexuais seenaswillingly giving up the benefitsandstatusof beinga ‘real’ man- afearful thing to
othermenwho can’taccepthatsomemenmight notlike therigid masculinedefinitionsimposeduponthe
world, who candefinethemselvesnly by contrastwith whattheyarenot.

F- Otherssaythatto be a ‘real man’in this world takescontinuouspractice. Oneis alwaysbeingtested,

daily facedwith distinguishingoneselffrom the effeminateandthe feminine. Thusthosewho willingly toss

in thetowel on this eternalstruggleactassignpostof the superficialityandintrinsic valuelessnessf the

codeof masculinity....angberhapf the ultimatefear of the valuelessnessf masculinityitself - asif the
biological focus where only one man is needed for procreation - all other reasons for the male’s existence
being seen as superfluous - is the whole of masculinity and must be struggled against generation after
generatiorto increasehevalueof the maleof the species...

G- There is a difference between moral maturity and moral childishness...one is followed blindly... Acts

10-11- Petermustlearnnotto follow theold lawsblindly whenGodis telling him somethingdifferent-
thatheasa Jewmustinvite Gentilesinto his homeandeveneatwith them.

15
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----More issues for discussion and to develop more fully----

1- Jesuss claimedto love onedisciplebest- thewriter: John13:23,19:26 20:2 21:20 yetthe Gnostic
GospelshowthatJesusftenkissedMary on thelips andirritatedthe otherdisciplesby doingso. They
complainecbitterly thathe loved herthe best...Se&lainePagels,;The GnosticGospelsandthe books
themselvesn JamesRobinson’stranslation.

2- The purpose of the verses is to define behaviors which would help set the Jewish nation aside from the
rabbleof all othernations. Someof whatwasforbiddenby theselawsinclude:rabbit, pork, clams,eel,

caviar, oysters, crab, and other non-finned, non-scaled seafood - all were an abomination to the Jews in the
sensehatothernationsdid them,but not the Jews Why thendo we sayit is OK to eatsuchseafoodss

are listed in the Holiness Code, yet condemn homosexuality?

3- It hasbeensaidthatthe prohibitionagainsthomosexualityvasnecessaryor increasinghe population

because the tribes were always needing to be larger in order to protect themselves better. Those conditions
are not in force now...and in fact the population is exploding... and since these changes are noted/accepted,
perhapstherchangesreallowable: Slavesl Corinthians11:10,14:34andl Colossians3:22.

4- JesumneveroncementionshomosexualityandPaulrefersto it only in the contextof idolatry andabuse
(I Tim 5:23,1 Corinthians6:10)

5- Somewould sayit is againsinatureto behomosexual.l alwayswonderwherethe homosexual&eep
comingfrom if Goddid not makethemso. It seemghatthroughout theagestheyhavebeenvilified and

killed and banished yet they keep appearing. By choice? | don't think so - more by nature. Besides, is
circumcisionnatural? Is cuttingthe hair natural? Is wearingclothesnatural?Did Jesusot zapafig treein
severalgospeldor not bearingfruit out of season?seel Corinthiansl1:14,Gal 2:15,Romansl1:24and

1:26.

6- Natural? Nature does not forbid individual same sex acts - there are studies of lesbian seagulls, sheep,
lizards, and gay bulls in Montana in the last 10 years and virgin births among salamanders, chickens and
turkeys.Farmergoutinely cull bulls who showno interestin cowsat matingtime. Kinsey studiedhuman

sexual response and determined a 6 point scale/continuum wherein all sexual responses from absolutely
heterosexuaio mostly heterosexuatio bisexualto mostly homosexuato absolutelyhomosexuahreall
normalandnaturalfor humanbeings.Acting againstnature biblically, would alsoreferto gaystrying to

be heterosexual, since God made gays gay and lesbians lesbian. Other examples of ‘against nature' are not
condemned in the Bible anyway; see:

1John7:22 “Mosesgaveyou circumcision(notthatit is from Moses,but from thefathers),and
you circumcisea manuponthe Sabbath;

Romansl1:24 Forif you havebeencut from whatis by natureawild olive tree,andgrafted,
contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafted, back
into their own olive tree;

7- While Jesussaysabsolutelynothingabouthomosexualityhe blessesunuchs.Somehavesuggested
that his comments about 'self-made' and 'nature-made' eunuchs refer to homosexuals.

Matthew 19:12 “For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth (homosexuals?), and there are
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs
for the sakeof thekingdomof heaven(priests?)He who is ableto receivethis, let him receiveit."

8- TheHolinessCode. Leviticus17 through26 is the HolinessCode.Readthe contextof the Holiness
Code, and the notes beneath the text in the RSV Bible. (Different editions may have different notes, too)

16

Homaosexiialitv and the Rihle hv Martha Osnoond marnz @comcast net



9- Takingversesout of contextor too literally is not appreciatedandJesushimselfshowswhathethinks
of taking everythinghe himselfsaidliterally: He rebukeshis disciplesfor exactlythatin
Luke 9:53ff “but the people (of that town) would not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem And whenhis discipleslamesandJohnsawit, theysaid,"Lord, do you wantusto bid fire
come down from heaven (recalling Sodom and Gomorrah) and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked
them.And theywentonto anothewillage.”

And nonewould seriouslythink that Jesusmeant literally, in Luke 14:26thatoneshouldtruly
hate one's mother and father. "If any one comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” There are
manyotherexampleof this, aswell.

10- Is homosexualitybiologically inherited? Is it anillnesswhich canbecured?ls it asin? Isit achoice?

Is it natural?Noneof this matters Whatmatterss thatwe aredealingwith realpeoplehere.The questions

must be changed from “What is permitted” to What does it mean to love my homosexual neighbor?” And
from “What constitutes breach of divine law in the sexual realm” to What constitutes obedience to the God
revealed in the cosmic lover, Jesus Christ?”

11- Sodomywascommonlyusedin Biblical timesasanexpressiorof ‘domination,contemptand

scorn.’(p58, McNeill) Genesis 9:18-27. Ham did not merely look at his father's nakedness (looking would
not bring divine wrath), but actuallydid somethingo him. Also, in the Egyptianepic The Contendingof
Horus and Seth,Sethcommitsanactof sodomyon Horuswhile he sleptthenusedthatactto claim
dominationandkingship.(McNeill,p.59) Similar stories.The dignity of amanwasdestroyedy makinga
maninto awoman,thatis, a passivesexual recipient.The HolinessCodeitself condemn®nly male
homosexualityyet deathis the penaltyfor eithermaleor femalesexwith ananimal.NOTE: everytextin

the OT dealing with Homosexuality ALSO refers to ‘aggravating circumstances such as idolatry, sacred
prostitution,promiscuity,violent rape,seductiorof childrenandviolation of guests'rights.’ (p.60)As a
resultwe canneverbe sureto whatextentthe condemnations of homosexuahctivitiesassuchor only of
homosexual activities under these circumstances.

12- Faggots. Homosexuals were used to fuel the fires of those witches who were burned at the stake in
medieval and reformation Europe. Yet why does no one today openly advocate that homosexuals are to be
killed? Perhaps because deep down they know it to be very, very wrong.

13- Some say the fear and hatred of homosexuals is connected to the same fear and hatred of women. A
homosexuais seenaswillingly giving up the benefitsandstatusof beinga ‘real’ man- afearful thing to
othermenwho can’taccepthatsomemenmight notlike therigid masculinedefinitionsimposeduponthe

world, andwho canonly definethemselve®nly by contrastwith whattheyarenot.

14- Otherssaythatto bea ‘real man’in this world takescontinuougpractice. Oneis alwaysbeingtested,

daily faced with distinguishing oneself from the effeminate and the feminine. While women, who can bleed
without being wounded and can conceive without orgasm, are clearly successful, a man must continually
strivefor successno successastinglongerthanthetestitself, everyfailure threateningo definethewhole
manforever.Thusthosewho willingly tossin thetowel on this eternalstruggleactassignpostsf the
superficiality and intrinsic valuelessness of the code of masculinity....and perhaps of the ultimate fear of the
valuelessness of masculinity itself - as if the biological focus where only one man is needed for procreation
- all others are superfluous - is the whole of masculinity and must be struggled against generation after
generatiornto provethe valueof the maleof the species...

15- There is a difference between moral maturity and moral childishness...one follows blindly... Acts 10-11
- Petermustlearnnotto follow theold lawsblindly whenGodis telling him somethingdifferent- it that
he,a Jew,mustinvite Gentilesinto his homeandeveneatwith them!

16- There would appear to be a lack of confidence in the attractions of heterosexuality...otherwise why the
vehemencef the oppositionto homosexuality?
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17- Would pretending to be ‘het’ solve all a person’s problems? What happens to honesty?

18- Because the “black problem” is really a problem of white racism, blacks cannot be expected to solve
racialtensionson their own...considethisin relationto homophobia.

19- If sex causes two people to become one flesh (married, in the eyes of God), why does it not cause two
homosexual people to become one flesh?

20- Galatians 5:19-21 - what do homosexuals have in common with quarrelers and gossips?

21-To quotethe DogmaticConstitutionon Divine Revelationof the SecondvaticanCouncil dealingwith

the interpretation of sacred Scripture: “Since God speaks in sacred Scripture through men in a human
fashion, the interpreter of sacred Scripture, in order to see clearly what God wanted to communicate to us,
should carefully investigate what meaning the sacred writers really intended, and what God wanted to
manifest by means of their words.” (N0.12)

22-“The pervertis notthe genuinehomosexualtatherheis the heterosexualvho engagesn homosexual
practicespr thehomosexuaivho engagedn heterosexugbractices.p.42,McNeill.

23-“The realmoral problemof homosexualityhasto do with judgingthe moralvalueof sexualactivity
betweergenuinehomosexualsvho seekto expresgheir love for oneanothelin a sexualgesture.’ibid, p42

24- The more ancient, second creation story indicates that “It is not good that the man should be alone; |
will makehim ahelperfit for him.” Thusmutuallove andfulfillment is equallya biblical normfor human
sexuality,notjustthe procreatiorportionasin thefirst but youngercreationstory,commandingBe

fruitful andmultiply.”

25- Jesus was hardly a role model for heterosexual family life. Mark 3:19-35.

26- Paulcontradictshimself,if in factthereis only onepersonwho authoredhe NT booksattributedto
Paul.At 1 Corinthiansl4:34-35heforbidswomento teachmen,yet at hewritesaletter of
introduction for two women traveling to spread the Good News.

27- And again: Upon what objective basis do we decide which verses to obey, and how do we objectively
understand what is meant literally and what is meant figuratively?
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